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DAVID LENT/BEIRUT 
LEBANON REFORMS 
ANNCR? 

LEBANESE PRESIDENT SULEIMAN FRANJIEH HAS PRESENTED A 
SEVENTEEN POINT PROGRAM OF REFORM DESIGNED TO ELIMINATE 
THE CAUSES OF LEBANON'S TEN MONTH CIVIL WAR. VOA'S 
DAVID LENT OFFERS SOME THOUGHTS ON THE REFORM PROGRAM, 

VOICE: 

THE LEBANESE REFORMS ARE, AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME, 
SWEEPING AND CAUTIOUS, THEY ARE SWEEPING BECAUSE ONCE THEY 
HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED THE POWER RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 
LEBANON'S MOSLEM AND CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES WILL HAVE BEEN 
ALTERED IN VIRTUALLY EVERY ASPECT OF PUBLIC LIFE, THEY ARE 
CAUTIOUS BECAUSE THE CHANGES ARE LIMITED TO CAREFULLY 
PRECISE READJUSTMENTS OF THE DELICATE BALANCE IN RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN THE VARIED SEGMENTS OF LEBANON'S MOSAIC POPULATION. 

THIS CAREFULL READJUSTMENT WILL GIVE LEBANON'S MOSLEMS 
A GREATER SAY IN HOW THE COUNTRY 1S RUN. AT THE HEART OF THE 
REFORMS IS THE INCREASE OF POWER TO BE GRANTED MOSLEMS IN 
PARLIAMENT. EQUAL REPRESENTATION WILL REPLACE A SIX TO FIVE 
ADVANTAGE HELD 8Y CHRISTIANS SINCE LEBANON WON ITS INDEPENDENCE 
THIRTY-THREE YEARS AGO, 

THE PRESIDENT, WHO BY UNWRITTEN TRADITION WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE A MARONITE CHRISTIAN, WILL BE ELECTED BY A MINIMUM 
FIFTY<FIVE PERCENT MAJORITY OF THE PARLIAMENT. PRESIDENT 
FRANJIEH, WHOSE TERM OF OFFICE EXPIRES LATER THIS YEAR, WAS 
HIMSELF ELECTED BY A MAJORITY OF ONLY ONE VOTE IN A 
PARLIAMENT IN WHICH CHRISTIANS HELD NINE SEATS MORE THAN THE 


MOSLEMS. 
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FURTHERMORE, THE PREMIER, WHO WILL CONTINUE TO BE A 
SUNT MOSLEM, WILL BE ELECTED BY THE PARLIAMENT INSTEAD OF 
BEING DESIGNATED BY THE PRESIDENT. NO LAWS CAN BE PROMULGATED 
WITHOUT THE SIGNATURE OF BOTH HIGH OFFICIALS. A SUPREME COUNCIL 
IS ESTABLISHED WITH POWERS TO TRY THE PRESIDENT, THE PREMIER 
AND MINISTERS FOR UNCONSTITUTIONAL ACTIONS, AND THERE ARE 
OTHER REFORM MEASURES WHICH CLEARLY AIM AT REMOVING ASPECTS 
OF THE LEBANESE SYSTEM THE MOSLEM COMMUNITY FELT WERE UNFAIR, 

THE ARMY WILL BE REVAMPED ~~ PRESUMABLY TO BROADEN 
PARTICIPATION IN ITS COMMAND STRUCTURE. EDUCATION WILL BE 
BROADENED AND EXPANDED SO THAT DISADVANTAGED SEGMENTS OF THE 
POPULATION WILL HAVE GREATER ACCESS TO FREE EDUCATION. 
CITIZENSHIP LAWS WILL BE REVAMPED. MOSLEMS HAVE LONG 
DEMANDED THAT THOUSANDS OF LONG-TIME STATELESS INHABITANTS 
OF LEBANON BE GIVEN CITIZENSHIP. 

PRESIDENT FRANJIEH STRESSED IN HIS PRESENTATION OF THE 
REFORM PROGRAM THE NEED FOR MORE SCRUPULOUS IMPLEMENTATION 
OF AGREEMENTS GOVERNING THE ACTIVITIES OF ARMED PALESTINIANS 
IN LEBANON -- IN PARTICULAR THE CAIRO AGREEMENT CONCLUDED IN 
1969, THE CAIRO AGREEMENT SPECIFIES THAT PALESTINIANS 
WILL NOT INTERFERE IN LEBANESE AFFAIRS AND ASSERTS THE 
PRINCIPLE OF LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. 
THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT APPEARS DESIGNED TO ALLAY FEARS 
OF RIGHT-WING CHRISTIANS THAT THE PALESTINIANS HAVE BECOME 
A STATE WITHIN A STATE. 

THE JUBILATION IN THE FORM OF GUNFIRE INTO THE AIR 


WITH WHICH THE REFORM PROGRAM WAS GREETED IS A HOPEFUL 
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SIGN, BUT IT IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF REFORMS IS BUT A BEGINNING. WHETHER THE REFORMS WILL BE 
ABLE TO SPELL A PERMANENT END TO LEBANON'S CIVIL WAR WILL 
DEPEND UPON HOW EFFECTIVELY AND FAIRLY THEY ARE IMPLEMENTED. 


THE TEST LIES AHEAD. 
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